East Central Alberta Female Hockey League
Fall Meeting Minutes
September 3, 2026
Vermillion Pomeroy Inn & Suites, Vermillion, AB

Meeting called to order @ 6:36pm

In Attendance: Chad Byrne, Brent Walker, Crystal Amundson, Stan Richards, Nicole Gaboury, Jen Amundson, Randi Ness, Jenine Ruzicka, Deirdre Myshaniuk, Darren Sakowich, Jacinda Davis, Chelsa Noble, Dan Auchenberg, Corey Kyle, Diane Brodurka, Caitlin Beniuk, Tyler Pearson, Sean Tennant, Kila Keith, Danny Halfe, Jess Fenton, Chad Bordeleau. Josh Whiskeyjack

1. Presentation of Member Delegates
0. President – Chad Byrne – Irma Minor Hockey (present)
0. Vice President – Brent Walker – Wainwright Minor Hockey (present)
0. Past President – Jill Wallace – Battle River Knights Minor Hockey (regrets)
0. Treasurer – Stan Richards – Vermillion Minor Hockey (present)
0. Secretary – Crystal Amundson – Hughenden Minor Hockey (present)
0. U11 Governor – Krystal Montieth – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (regrets)
0. U13 Governor – Jenine Ruzicka – Battle River Minor Hockey (present)
0. U15 Governor – Gord Coggar – Cold Lake Minor Hockey (regrets)
0. U18 Governor – Jacinda Davis – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (present)
0. Website Admin – JodyAnn McSkimming – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (regrets)
0. Discipline – Trevor Sonfloo – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (regrets)

1. Roll Call of Member Delegates
1. Cold Lake – Darren Sakowich
1. Bonnyville – Chad Bordeleau
1. St. Paul – Dierdre Myshaniuk
1. Lac La Biche – Caitlyn Beniuk 
1. Lloydminster – Corey Kyle, Dan Auchenberg
1. Vermillion – Sean Tennant
1. Irma – Jess Fenton
1. Battle River – Randi Ness
1. Provost – dormant
1. Kitscoty – dormant
1. Wainwright – Kila Keith
1. Saddle Lake – Josh Whiskeyjack
1. Dewberry/Marwayne – Chelsa Noble
1. Onion Lake – 
1. Fort McMurray – Jacinda Davis
1. Hughenden – Tyler Pearson
1. Mallaig – 

1. Approval of Agenda :
3.1.	No additional items to be added to agenda
3.1.1.	Motion to accept by Jenine
3.1.2.	Seconded by Jacinda
3.1.3.	Motion passed unanimously

1. Introduction of Potential New Associations:
4.1. Jen Amundson present from Viking Minor Hockey – hoping to have a U11 team in the league this season. Jen reports that Viking will meet the ice time and reffing requirements.
4.2. Danny Halfe present from Goodfish Lake Minor Hockey – hoping to have U13 and U15 teams in the league this season. Danny reports that Goodfish Lake will meet the ice time requirements.  As for reffing, the community plans to put on some reffing clinics in the near future, and plans to borrow refs from the neighboring communities of Saddle Lake and St. Paul if needed.

1. Reading of 2026 Spring Meeting Minutes
5.1.	Minutes read by Crystal Amundson
5.2.	Motion to accept minutes made by Darren 
5.3.	Seconded by Dan
5.4.	Motion passed unanimously



1. Business Arising from the Minutes
6.1.	Discussion of outstanding fines from the 2025/26 season is needed.  At the spring meeting, there were a couple of associations that were represented by only an executive member.  At the time, it was thought that perhaps this should result in a fine to those associations, as there should be a non-elective member at the meeting representing each community. 
Upon further review, there is actually no bi-law stating the need for association reps to be non-executive members.  
Therefore, there will be no fines issued to those associations.
However, both Saddle Lake and Onion Lake will be receiving $100 fines for failure to attend the spring meeting.
6.2.	ECAFHL has committed to utilizing electronic game sheets for the upcoming season. The preference is to continue using paper game sheets for backup as well.  Jenine reinforces that the paper is for backup only…teams are expected to do live electronic game sheets.
6.3.	Blackout weekends (interleague play).  Hockey Alberta is encouraging all leagues to do interleague play. We are still trying to coordinate level of involvement with RMFHL.  There will be U15A and U18A showcases in Red Deer this season.  Hockey Alberta would like to see 2 teams from each league attend. The question is how do we decide which teams go? One suggestion is to see which teams want to go and decide on teams before scheduling meeting.  If more than 2 teams would like to attend, we could draw names? Jess also suggests we could decide who goes based on last years standings, or at least take that into consideration…ie: making sure we are not sending teams that would likely not be able to compete at the “A” level.
6.4.	Should suspensions be posted on ECAFHL website? They used to be.  Other leagues post suspensions online.  Chad feels posting suspensions would be good for transparency. Group consensus is to post suspensions online.
6.5.	Question of executive/board member email addresses posted on website.  JodyAnn not present for today’s meeting, so we will leave this point dormant.
6.6.	Playoff format review and discussion:
Suggestion of tiering teams after regular season play, eliminating the first round of playoffs (1st vs 8th, 2nd vs 7th, etc.). 
The executive could/would be involved with decision making on an appropriate A/B or A/B/C split (depending on how many teams).
Playoffs rounds would then consist of a best of 3 game series, rather than the 2 game total point format we have been using.
Tyler motions to introduce tiering after regular season play, eliminating initial playoff round, and allowing more time for playoff rounds to be best of 3 game series. ECAFHL has the power to adjust the tiering split, depending on factors such as number of teams, and level of competition. The 2026-27 season will be probationary in terms of trialling the aforementioned playoff format.
Motions seconded by Jess
All in favour, motion passed unanimously.


1. President’s Report
7.1.	Chad has nothing to report, other than he attended Hockey Alberta meetings since ECAFHL spring meeting.

1. Number of Teams
	
	U9
	U11
	U13
	U15
	U18

	Lakeland
	1-2
	1
	1
	1
	1

	St. Paul
	
	
	
	1?
	1?

	Lloydminster
	
	
	2
	2
	2

	Vermillion
	
	2
	1
	
	

	Irma
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	BRK
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Wainwright
	1
	1
	1
	1
	

	Saddle Lake
	
	1
	1
	1?
	

	Onion Lake
	
	
	
	
	

	Marwayne/Dewberry
	
	
	
	
	1

	Fort McMurray
	1-2
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Hughenden
	
	1
	1
	1
	

	Mallaig
	
	
	1?
	
	

	Lac La Biche
	
	1
	
	1
	

	Lac La Biche
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Viking
	
	1
	
	
	

	Goodfish Lake
	1
	
	1
	
	



9.	Treasurer’s Report
	9.1.	Stan presents Treasurer’s report; total assets currently $44,705.05
	9.2.	Motion to accept the treasurer’s report by Chad Bordeleau
	9.3.	Seconded by Caitlin
	9.4.	Motion passed unanimously

10.	Reports of Councils and Committees
10.1.	Discipline report given by Brent Walker.  States that 2 players will  be carrying over suspensions from last season into the 2026-27 season.

11.	New Business
11.1.	ECAFHL will be refunding Vegreville their bond 
11.2.	Scheduling meeting:
11.2.1. October 1, 2026, @ 6:30pm at the Pomeroy Hotel in Vermillion11
11.2.2.  ONE ASSOCIATION PER AGE GROUP, PER TEAM.  NO EXCEPTIONS
11.3.	League play starts on the weekend of October 16, 2026, for all age groups
11.4.	U11 Season and Year End Tournament:
	U11 Year End Tournament will be March 5-, 2027. If your community is interested in hosting, please notify the U11 Governor prior to or at the start of the scheduling meeting, so the executive can discuss and award the successful community.
11.5.	Newest revision of Hockey Alberta’s AB-1 Rules & Regulations of been released. Please familiarize yourself with those.  They can be found online.  Please look at the dates to ensure you are reading the most current revision.
11.6.	U13 & U18 Provincials to be held March 18-21, 2027
At a glance, our newly decided upon playoff format should not effect the following dates:
League Championship round to be completed by March 7, 2027
Round 2 completed by February 21, 2027
Round 1 completed by February 14, 2027
Regular season completed by February 7, 2027
11.7.	U15 Provincials to be held March 25-28, 2027
 At a glance, our newly decided upon playoff format should not effect the following dates:
League Championship round to be completed by March 14, 2027
Round 2 completed by February 28, 2027
Round 1 completed by February 21, 2027
Regular season completed by February 14, 2027
11.8.	Other important dates/deadlines:
	October 7, 2026; teams need at least 1 official (contact) listed on RAMP
	October 13, 2026;
-official HCR is to be submitted to your division governor and on      the website.
-coaches agreement should be signed and submitted
-FOIP forms should be signed and submitted
	October 16, 2026; League play starts
	December 21, 2026; 
Christmas blackout begins.  Teams will be allowed to resume league play as early as Saturday, January 2, 2027, if they so choose.
	February 5, 2027; finalized HCR rosters approved.
All important dates and deadlines will be listed on the ECAFHL website when finalized
11.9.	Fines:
11.9.1. Both Onion Lake and Mallaig failed to attend today’s fall meeting, nor e-mail their intentions, and will be fined $100 each for non-attendance.
Both Onion Lake and Saddle Lake failed to attend the spring meeting on April 30, 2026, nor email their intentions, and will be fined $100 each for non-attedance.
11.8.2.	Motioned by Caitlin
11.8.3. Seconded by Chelsa

12.	Elections of Excecutive for 2026-27 Season
	12.1.	President: Chad Byrne (Irma Minor Hockey) – term now completed
	Jenine nominates Brent Walker (Wainwright Minor Hockey) for ECAFHL President.	Kyla seconds nomination.
	Brent accepts nomination and in by proclamation.
	12.2.	Vice President: Brent Walker (Wainwright Minor Hockey) – term now completed.
	Brent nominates Jacinda Davis (Fort McMurray Minor Hockey) for ECAFHL Vice President. Jenine seconds nomination.  
	Jacinda accepts nomination and in by proclamation.
	12.3.	Secretary: Crystal Amundson (Hughenden Minor Hockey) – now entering	year 2 of 2 year term
	12.4.	Treasurer: Stan Richardson (Vermillion Minor Hockey) - now entering	year 2	of 2 year term
12.5.	Website/Social Media: JodyAnn McSkimming (Fort McMurray Minor	Hockey). – term now completed. JodyAnn was unable to attend today’s meeting, but has voiced that she is willing to remain in this position if nominated.
Jacinda nominates JodyAnn McSkimming as ECAFHL website/social media Director.	Crystal seconds the nomination.  JodyAnn accepts the nomination and in by	proclamation
	12.6.	Discipline Director: Trevor Sonfloo  (Lloydminster Minor Hockey) – term	now completed.
	Jenine nominates Tyler Pearson (Hughenden Minor Hockey) for discipline director.
	Crystal seconds the nomination.  Tyler accepts the nomination and in by	proclamation 
12.7.	U11 Governor: Kila Keith (Wainwright Minor Hockey) volunteers for the position of U11 Governor. In by proclamation.
12.8.	U13 Governor: Jacinda nominates Jenine Ruzicka (BRK). Jess seconds nomination.  Jenine accepts nomination and in by proclamation.
	12.9.	U15 Governor: position remains vacant 
	12.10. U18 Governor: position remains vacant
	12.11. Past President: Chad Byrne (Irma Minor Hockey)
*Should be noted for future reference that Governor positions are only a 1year term

13.	Bank Signing Authority
13.1.	Jacinda makes a motion to remove Chad Byrne from bank signing authority and add Brent Walker.  Motion seconded by Darren.  All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
13.2.	Crystal Amundson and Stan Richardson will continue to have bank signing authority
14.	Adjournment
	14.1.	Spring meeting date and time: April 30, 2027 @ 6:30pm, Vermillion Pomeroy 
	14.2.	Adjournment
14.2.1. Caitlin motions to adjourn meeting @ 8:10
14.2.2. Seconded by Chad Bordeleau.  All in favor. Motion passed unanimously

